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canons against pluralists during their missions to England.1
But none of these measures succeeded in stemming the
tide. The causes were economic as well as social. With
the increasing taxation of the clergy, with the raising of the
standard of life, with the growth of interest in learning, the
revenues of a single benefice were too small and too inade-
quate. Moreover, many younger sons of powerful families
entered the Church and expected to receive a stipend suited
to their rank. The development of the system of pluralities
undoubtedly indicates a secular spirit in the Church, but
not necessarily a spirit of decadence and immorality. The
canon of the Lateran Cbuncil was not wilfully disobeyed,
but the force of events proved too great and gradually the
new system took definite roots in diocesan organization not-
withstanding all canons of councils.
Speaking generally of these decrees of conduct and dis-
cipline it must be admitted that the bishops made constant
efforts to enforce them. They formed the major part of
episcopal constitutions and articles of inquiry, and the re-
gisters of the period likewise testify to the energy of the
bishops. Unfortunately they were the kind of abuses
which could not be exterminated by punitive methods.
Pensions, pluralities, incontinence, would always be re-
appearing. If the action of the bishops was not very
successful the Popes were more to blame.
The decrees against taking part in secular affairs are
those which the bishops, with but a few exceptions, made
perhaps least effort to enforce, and they were the most
important of the decrees, though not • recognized as
such at the time. Only a visionary, a mystic like St.
Francis, could realize that it was this spirit of worldliness,
the confusion of secular with spiritual, that was under-
mining the Church, and was to prevent all the efforts
made to enforce and obey the rest of the decrees from
bearing the fruit of permanent reform.
1 Ann. Mon. (Wykes) iv. 216.

